


M I D S U M M E R’ S   M A Y H E M:  Baking Event Kit

“Go bake something from your heart.” —Midsummer’s Mayhem  
 

ABOUT THE KIT 
In its starred review, Kirkus Reviews called Midsummer's Mayhem 
"a delectable treat for food and literary connoisseurs alike," 
and we have imagined an event that would bring eight-to 
thirteen-year-old food and literary connoisseurs together! 
Librarians, booksellers, and book clubs will find ideas 

and tools to create a Midsummer’s Mayhem Baking 
Contest for their young readers and chefs. The kit’s 
materials make room for many winners and many 
delicious variations with:  

• Adaptable Poster / Invitation 
• Adaptable Flyer / Invitation 
• Recipe Book for All Entrants 
• Pennant Flags 
• Award Certificates 

• Table Toppers 

The kit was created by the team at Curious City, creators of engagement experiences for 
children’s literature and its mighty readers. Librarians, educators, booksellers, literacy 
professionals, and literature-loving families can find free kits, activities, and videos at 

CuriousCityDPW.com.  This kit introduces readers to the delectable middle grade novel by… 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Rajani LaRocca was born in India, raised in Kentucky, and now lives in the Boston area with her 
wonderful family and impossibly cute dog. She earned a BA and an MD from Harvard, and 
spends her time writing novels and picture books, practicing medicine, and baking too many 
sweet treats. Midsummer's Mayhem is her first novel. Find her online at RajaniLaRocca.com 

and on Twitter and Instagram @rajanilarocca. 
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ABOUT THE BOOK 
Midsummer's Mayhem 
By Rajani LaRocca 
With illustrations by Rachel Suggs 
Published by Yellow Jacket 
ISBN-13: 9781499808889 

Age Range: 8 - 12 Years 

Eleven-year-old Mimi Mackson comes from a 
big Indian American family: Dad's a renowned 
food writer, Mom's a successful 

businesswoman, and her three older siblings all 
have their own respective accomplishments. It's 
easy to feel invisible in such an impressive 
family, but Mimi's dream of proving she's not 
the least-talented member of her family seems 

possible when she discovers a contest at the 
new bakery in town. Plus, it'll start her on the 
path to becoming a celebrity chef like her 
culinary idol, Puffy Fay. 

But when Mimi's dad returns from a business trip, he's mysteriously lost his highly honed sense 
of taste. Without his help, Mimi will never be able to bake something impressive enough to 
propel her to gastronomic fame. Drawn into the woods behind her house by a strangely familiar 
song, Mimi meets Vik, a boy who brings her to parts of the forest she's never seen. Who knew 
there were banyan trees and wild boars in Massachusetts? Together they discover exotic 

ingredients and bake them into delectable and enchanting treats. 

But as her dad acts stranger every day, and her siblings' romantic entanglements cause trouble 
in their town, Mimi begins to wonder whether the ingredients she and Vik found are somehow 
the cause of it all. She needs to use her skills, deductive and epicurean, to uncover what's 

happened. In the process, she learns that in life, as in baking, not everything is sweet…. 
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PRAISE FOR THE BOOK 
"The realistic characters and complex family dynamics augment the tightly knit plot, and the 
mouthwatering descriptions of food are guaranteed to make readers hungry. Three recipes at 
the end of the novel (based on the characters' concoctions) are an added bonus for those 
interested in developing their culinary skills. A delectable treat for food and literary 
connoisseurs alike."  —Kirkus Reviews, Starred Review 

“Enchantment reigns, yet the author’s exploration of family, friendship, and self-esteem are 
firmly grounded in reality.”  —Publishers Weekly 

"This riff on A Midsummer Night's Dream is heartfelt and ridiculously fun. Mimi, sweet as sugar 

with a heart of gold, creates as many problems as she solves, but readers will be cheering for her 
and her family the whole way."  —Booklist 

"This delightful and delicious spin on Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream flows 
beautifully into a sensitive and thoughtful novel that addresses family dynamics and self-

confidence alongside mouth-watering descriptions of food. Readers will relate to Mimi's 
attempts to stand out and find her place and will be thrilled by the magical baking."   
—School Library Journal 

PREPARING FOR AN EVENT 
Read & Plan 
___ Locate copies of Midsummer's Mayhem by Rajani LaRocca. The middle grade novel is 

published by Yellow Jacket, an imprint of little bee books and is distributed by Simon & 
Schuster. 

Invite a Community Celebrity Chef 
In the novel, the new While Away Café is offering a baking contest for 8-13-year-olds. 11-year-

old Mimi not only loves to bake, but has something to prove to her family and herself. When she 
finds out that her TV chef hero Puffy Fay will be the final judge, Mimi’s drive to win becomes a 
part of the overall midsummer mayhem. 
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___ Can you bring in your own Puffy Fay? Is there a baker or dessert chef from the community 
who you can invite to judge the Midsummer’s Mayhem Baking Contest? Consider giving the 
chef a copy of  Midsummer’s Mayhem (Yellow Jacket) as a thank-you gift.  If you give the book 
to the chef in advance, they may be able to connect with your readers in a sweeter way. Consider 

asking them if they will come in their culinary uniform.  

Cook Up Some Delicious Prizes 
In the novel, the baking contest prize is the chance to bake with Puffy Fay! We have some fun 
prize ideas, too, and we book people play a little more fairly than the fairies! 

___ You are welcome to print and gift Mimi’s Guide to Midsummer Desserts (pages 10-19) to all 
your reader chefs.  
___ Consider asking local cafés or bakeries for small gift cards for sweet treats. 
___ The best gift we can give kids is, of course, time. Would a local bakery or dessert chef donate 

the prize of a tour of their kitchen or even some time spent baking with your reader? Many 
coffee shops use independent bakers who create from secret locations (a.k.a. health department 
approved commercial kitchens). These bakers are wonderful role models - people who love 
baking and have built a business from that love.  
___ Consider giving a cookbook as a prize. Would your local bookstore donate a cookbook as a 

prize? Are there gently-used cookbooks in the next Friends of the Library book sale that could be 
given? 

Celebrate More Than One Winner 
The baking contest in the novel is a three-tiered bake-off with a single winner. We suspect you 

do not want any of your customers or patrons to leave the building without winning something. 
Author Rajani LaRocca named 14 different prizes, and we have included winning certificates 
with beautiful art by Rachel Suggs. Your reader chefs can win:   
• Peaseblossom's Pleasant Palate Award 
• Mimi’s Most Marvelous Baking Award 
• Titania’s Worthy of a Queen Baking Award 
• Midsummer Enchantment Baking Award 
• Rajani LaRocca’s Imaginative Baking Award 
• Vik’s Storytelling in Baking Award 
• Cobweb’s Fiercely Flavorful Baking Award 
• Flavors of the Forest Baking Award 

This kit is based on the novel Midsummer's Mayhem by Rajani LaRocca (Yellow Jacket). Art by Rachel Suggs. Page  5



M I D S U M M E R’ S   M A Y H E M:  Baking Event Kit

• Thyme for Goodwill Baking Award 
• Puffy Fay Dessert of the Day Award 
• Undeniably Delicious Baking Award 
• Henry's Whither Wander You Baking Award 
• Mrs. T’s Baking from the Heart Award 
• Guy’s Gourmet Greatness Baking Award 

___ Print the winning certificates (pages 20-26) in preparation for the event. 
___ Share the prize names with your judge in advance to give them some time to get acclimated 
to the themes of your event. 
___ Consider packaging these certificates with the print-outs of Mimi’s Guide to Midsummer 

Desserts and additional goodies in preparation for the event. 

Dress Yourself and the Space 
You may want to hang some paper pennants on the day of the event or do something more 
elaborate. In Midsummer’s Mayhem, the baking contest and mischief take place in The While 

Away Café. Author Rajani LaRocca first features the café in Chapter 2 and then again when it is  
decorated for the final event in Chapter 21. Mimi describes the café as feeling “like being in the 
woods.”  

___ There are pennants (page 27) in this kit to help you festoon your space. 
___ Consider setting up The While Away Café with a Café Sign (page 28), pale green tablecloths, 

vases of flowers, and soft, dreamy music. 
___ Will you dress up as one of the characters from the café? For example: 

• Mrs. T: Long floral dresses. Image on page 66 of Midsummer’s Mayhem. 
• Peaseblossom:  Skirt made with fresh green leaves. Pink flowers in her hair. 
• Cobweb: Combat boots, tiny black skirt, and a spiderweb top. Image on page 241. 

• Puffy Fay: Image on page 247 of Midsummer’s Mayhem. 
• Queen Titania: Image on page 319 of Midsummer’s Mayhem. 
•

Announce & Invite 
We have included two templates for you to make poster or flyer invitations (pages 29-30). We 

have left them mostly blank to allow you to note your own time, place, and entry requirements. 
Look for some ideas on inviting and engaging readers in the next section. You can find .JPEGs  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of these posters or flyers at CuriousCityDPW.com. Search “midsummer’s mayhem” in top right 
and navigate to the event kit listing.  The fonts used on the poster and flyer are Alegreya and 
ALEGREYA SC. 

If you are listing the event online or in print, this text may help you shape that content: 

Do you create magic…or mayhem in the kitchen?  Regardless, bring your most delicious 
dessert to the _____ for the Midsummer’s Mayhem Baking Contest.  _______ from 
________ will be judging your desserts and baked goods for originality, flavor, and fairy 

intervention. The event is inspired by Midsummer's Mayhem by Rajani LaRocca. The 
book for ages 8-12 was called a “delectable treat for food and literary connoisseurs alike"  
in a starred review from Kirkus Reviews. Event open to bakers ages 8-13   
 
“Go bake something from your heart.” —Midsummer’s Mayhem 

INVITING AND ENGAGING YOUR READER CHEFS 
Depending on the setting for this event and whether or not your chefs have already read 

Midsummer's Mayhem, there are many options for how you invite and engage your readers. 

Read from the Book & Solve the Riddle 
___ Page 18 of Midsummer’s Mayhem from “a few minutes later Peaseblossom reappeared” to 
the end of the riddle on page 23 is a great introduction of the story for a book club or event. Ask 

your readers to solve the riddle to find out what Mimi’s first ingredient in the baking contest 
will be. 

Riddle the Ingredients 
In the novel’s baking contest, each stage of the contest had a riddle. The answer of the riddle is 

an ingredient that the baker must use in their entry. While you may only have one stage of your 
contest, you may still want to use a riddle. Deliciously clever author Rajani LaRocca wrote these 
riddles for that purpose: 

What is the goal of trees throughout the land? 

The why of leaves, the purpose of each root? 
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That lovely gift we pluck and hold in hand, 
The sweet and ripe reward of gorgeous _______!  
Answer: Fruit 
  

To add aroma, color, taste, to food, 
We travel far, and gladly pay the price. 
We find blends custom-made for any mood, 
For interesting baking, just add ________!  
 Answer: Spice 

A plant must spread and grow again each year, 
These tiny germs of life are what it needs. 
They’re tasty, too, so use them without fear! 
Sprinkled or ground up, use lots of _______. 

Answer: Seeds (This includes chocolate) 
  
Open the Black Box 
In the novel’s final bake-off, Mimi and the other two contestants are assigned an ingredient or 
theme. The book’s event is modeled after the “black box” cooking competitions first made 

famous by The Iron Chef. If you want your reader chefs to come into your space and make 
something on the spot (rather than bringing something from their home kitchen), you might 
consider some of the ideas offered by My Kids’ Adventures: 
https://www.mykidsadventures.com/black-box-cooking-challenge-kids/ 

Bake Some Couplets 
Author Rajani LaRocca is both a children’s book writer and a baker.* Do you think you would 
like your reader chefs to also write? On page 86 of Midsummer’s Mayhem, Vik asks Mimi to tell 
him the story of her cupcakes. Mimi’s cupcake story tells us sweet and savory things about her 
life. 

           
___ Consider asking your reader chefs to write a rhyming couplet about their dessert or tell a 
story as part of their entry. 
          *She is also a doctor! 
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Introduce Yourself as Dessert 
In the novel, Mimi describes her brother as a seven-layer bar on page 41 of Midsummer’s 
Mayhem. How would your readers/bakers describe themselves?  On the back of the table topper 
for your contest table, we have provided space for reader chefs to describe themselves as a 

baked good. This would also be a great activity for a book club introduction. 

Celebrate Your Chefs 
We have included table toppers for the day of the event.  The front has a place for the name of 
the baked good and a place to indicate whether the dessert is dairy-free, nut-free, or gluten-

free. The back of the topper has a place for the baker’s assigned number (to protect children’s 
privacy at the event) and a place to write a dessert-themed bio. 

___ Print the table toppers (page 31). Wait to fold the toppers until after your reader chefs have 
filled them out. 

Judging Your Chefs 
We have provided a spreadsheet for you to keep track of the reader chef’s name, number, and 
for your judge to make notes.  You can fill out the chef number, chef name, and baked good 
name. The judge can fill in the comments and together you can decide on the prizes. This form 

can also serve as a reservation form, if you sign up reader chefs in advance 

___ Print multiple copies of the log (page 32). 

Share Your Event 
Curious City and author Rajani LaRocca would love to see pictures of your event (with 
children’s privacy protected, of course). Tag photos with #MidsummersMayhem. You can find 
tag us on Twitter: @TheCuriousCity, @rajanilarocca, and @littlebeebooks. You can find us on 
Instagram: @curiouscitybooks , @rajanilarocca, and  @littlebeebooks. Tag, you’re it! 
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